
Evolution of Spanish 
public pharmaceutical 
expenditure 

February 2017 



2 

In December 2016, the 12 months accumulated expenditure has experimented lower values than its historical 

maximum in  -2.809 M€ (-22,1%)  
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2016 ended with a growth of public pharmaceutical expenditure in the retail market of around  +3.96% a little bit above 

initial estimates, especially because of the increase experienced in average expenditure per prescription. Forecasts for 

2017 show a positive growth, but notably inferior to that of 2016. 
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From 2010, public pharmaceutical expenditure has strongly moderated its growth when compared to the rates 

experienced in the early 2000s (a drop of more than 13 points on average). The abnormally high growth of 2015 was 

fundamentally due to the punctual expenditure in innovative medicines to treat HepC. On the contrary, during 2016, the 

market has corrected, to a great degree, the punctual growth of 2015.  
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Public pharmaceutical expenditure in NHS prescriptions (€ Mill.) 

Public pharmaceutical expenditure in hospitals (€ Mill.) Total public pharmaceutical expenditure in  
NHS prescriptions + hospitals (€ Mill.) 

Savings in public expenditure over max. Retail market (€ Mill.) 
CUMMULATIVE TOTAL FROM MAXIMUM 
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